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harmless, and as soon as the termination of the Congress*
would have left France independent of foreign interference,
they must in the course of things either have been overset
or have governed according to public opinion. After
Bonaparte's restoration, it was hoped to pursue a similar
course; others, placing confidence in the declarations
of the Allies, hoped to get rid both of him and of the
Bourbons. All saw the necessity of defending the
country against foreign invasion, but the fatal catastrophe
was not, to its full extent, anticipated by any. I call it
a catastrophe with an eye only to the present; for,
exhausted, degraded, and oppressed as France now is,
I do not despair of her ultimate success in establishing
her independence and a free form of Government. The
people are too enlightened to submit long to any but a
military despotism. What has lately passed was a scene
in the drama, perhaps necessary to effect a radical cure
of that love of conquest which had corrupted the nation
and made the French oppressors abroad and slaves at
home. As to independence, we have the recent instance
of Prussia, which, with far inferior population, resources,
or intellect, arose in two years from almost annihilation
to the rank of a preponderating Power. But to return
to Bonaparte: I lament to see our republican editors
so much dazzled by extraordinary actions or carried
away by natural aversion to our only dangerous enemy
as to take up the cause of that despot and conqueror,
and to represent him as the champion of liberty who has
been her most mortal enemy, where hatred to republican
systems was founded on the most unbounded selfishness
and on the most hearty contempt for mankind. I really
wish that you would permit me to publish, or rather that
you would publish, your opinions on that subject. This
might have a tendency to correct those which are daily
published, and which do injury to our cause at home,
and to our country abroad.
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n reduce our debt
